
SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE 
 

April 2019 

 

Dear Parents, Community and CCUSD Staff, 

 

In Arizona, many consider April the “testing month” when the majority of our students take 

state exams to show their proficiency on the state standards taught in their grade level. For 

science, students take the AIMS-Science Exam on April 1-2 if they are in grades 4, 8, 9 & 

10. In English Language Arts (ELA) and Math, students in grades 3 through 11 take the 

AzMERIT Exam during the weeks of April 4th and April 18th with the majority of testing 

taking place the first week of April. The ELA exam also includes a Writing component. 

 

There is nothing specific for students to study for here as they have been preparing all 

school year through their classroom lessons, activities and homework. Our CCUSD 

teachers are well known for their teaching prowess and masterfully teaching the content our 

students need to learn at their individual grade levels. However, here are some things that 

parents and guardians can do to enhance the testing experience for students. 

 

First and foremost, try not to have your student miss any days of school during the testing 

week. Any student with a fever or vomiting should stay at home. Otherwise, attendance is 

critical since make up situations are never as ideal as taking the exam with your teacher and 

your classmates. 

 

Students need a good night’s sleep during the testing weeks. With lack of sleep, 

concentration is compromised. Make sure smartphones and other devices are not within 

reach as that is what we hear is the greatest impediment to sleep, especially in intermediate, 

middle and high school grades. Just the buzz or the light from a smartphone can interfere 

with a good night’s sleep, as many adults can also attest to! 

 

Make sure your students eat breakfast—even a light one if they are not big breakfast eaters. 

A protein-rich breakfast can keep them satisfied and also support concentration. 

 

Encourage your students! If they had good attendance, did their work and tried their best 

throughout the school year, they should be well-prepared for state testing. Remind them to 

try their best, just as they have during the school year and their scores should reflect that. 

 

If you have questions about testing, contact your student’s teacher or principal and they 

will be happy to answer them for you. Good luck students and as always, I look forward to 

seeing you in our schools! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
Debbi Burdick, Ed.D. 


